
Travelzoo: Best of Switzerland by Rail
From £1,799 per person // 11 days

A fabulous Swiss rail adventure, taking in some of the country's highlights with stunning rail journeys and wonderful destinations. Travel 
by train via France to Montreux on Lake Geneva and from there to Brig, Chur and Lugano, before returning via the pretty city of 
Strasbourg.

The Essentials
Travel to Switzerland by train
Visit Lake Geneva, Zermatt, Brig, Chur and Lake Lugano
Four fabulous rail journeys including the Golden Pass and 
Glacier Express route
Enjoy a FREE upgrade to First Class and FREE UK rail

Offer Details
Friday departures in 2025
Offer is not available for departures on 7 & 14 Feb, 16 & 23 
May, 13 June – 25 July inclusive
Includes a FREE upgrade to First Class on all rail journeys 
which offer First Class accommodation
Includes FREE travel from your local train station

What's Included
Free upgrade to to First Class rail travel with seat 
reservations
10 nights’ handpicked hotel accommodation with breakfast
Comprehensive directions to your hotels
Easy-to-follow travel documentation
Despatch of tickets by email, post or collection from our 
London office



- Suggested Itinerary -

Day 1 - London To Lyon

Leave St Pancras this morning and board a Eurostar, heading for Paris. You’ll be travelling in Eurostar Plus 
class, with your free First Class upgrade. In Paris, connect to the Gare de Lyon and catch a TGV service which 
will take you speeding through France to Lyon. Here, check in for an overnight stay at the Mercure Part Dieu 
(or similar). Lyon is a cultural and culinary capital of France and there are plenty of options for a delicious 
evening meal here.

Day 2 - Lyon To Montreux

Leave Lyon after breakfast this morning and continue your rail journey south-eastwards to the Swiss border at 
Geneva. It’s an easy change of trains here onto a Swiss service which takes you along the lake shore to 
Montreux. On arrival, make your way to the conveniently located MONA Montreux (or similar), for your 2 night 
stay.

Day 3 - Montreux 

You have a day to explore this glamorous town overlooking the eastern side of the mighty Lake Geneva.  
Explore the local Lavaux vineyards or take a trip to the fascinating Chateau de Chillon, protruding onto the 
lake.

Day 4 - Montreux To Brig

Whilst there is an easy direct train from Montreux to Brig, today you will be taking a more scenic route, 
travelling on the picturesque Golden Pass route up into the mountains.  The Golden Pass Express train takes 
you through the upmarket resorts of Chateau d’Oex and Gstaad, and into Spiez, on the shores of Lake Thun. 
Here, you connect onto another spectacular train over the Lötschberg Pass to the pretty town of Brig, in the 
Valais region. Check in for a 2-night stay at the Hotel Ambassador (or similar).

Day 5 - Brig & Daytrip To Zermatt

Enjoy a day trip to the famous resort of Zermatt today, with its signature Matterhorn mountain and array of cosy 
bars and restaurants.  If the weather is fine, you may even wish to take a trip up the Gornergrat cog railway for 
unparalleled views across to the Matterhorn and surrounding area (payable locally).

Day 6 - Brig To Chur (glacier Express Route)

You’ll be following the route of the Glacier Express today, but using efficient Swiss regional services, making 
very easy changes across the platforms in Andermatt and Disentis, with an opportunity to take in the fresh 
mountain air – and take lots of pictures!  The highlight of the journey is travelling up over the Oberalp Pass and 
into the valley beyond. Once you arrival into Chur, check in for a 2-night stay at the ABC Swiss Quality Hotel 
(or similar).



Day 7 - Chur

Switzerland’s oldest town, Chur is more of a hub for locals than a resort.  Take a cable car up the 
Braumbuesch mountain, visit the relaxing open air swimming pool or take a hike in the surrounding mountains.

Day 8 - Chur To Lugano Via Bernina Express Route

The highlight of today is doubtless your journey over the Bernina Pass to Tirano in Italy.  The first part of the 
journey takes you on the Albula Railway which involves the often-photographed Landwasser Viaduct, and then 
you rise up and over the Bernina Pass itself descending down into the magnificent Poschiavo Valley and into 
Tirano. You then briefly dip into Italy, heading down to Monza, skirting the shores of Lake Como, and back up 
into Switzerland for your stay in Lugano.

Day 9 - Lugano

Ticino, the southern part of Switzerland, “where Swiss efficiency speaks Italian” is an absolute delight.  Public 
transport that runs to time and where buses dovetail with trains, Como-esque lake scenery and a “Ticino 
Ticket” which entitles you to free train and bus transport throughout the region to use today.

Day 10 - Lugano To Strasbourg

Your journey here takes you over the sublime Gotthard Pass, one of the earliest crossings from southern to 
northern Europe.  Twisting and turning up through curved tunnels and out into more and more spectacular 
scenery.  Catch a glimpse of Lake Lucerne to the left, as you wind your way north to Basel, where you change 
onto the French network for a local train up to Strasbourg. Check in for an overnight stay at the Hotel des 
Vosges (or similar).

Day 11 - Strasbourg To London

The railway from Strasbourg to Paris is the fastest in Europe, and you will be whisked across the vast distance 
to Paris, where you connect onto a Eurostar through the Channel Tunnel to London.  If you are based outside 
London, there is still enough time to head back to most parts of the UK on the same evening, as you reflect on 
your Swiss adventure.

Pricing
From £1,799 per person

Low season (January – April, October – December) from £1,799pp

High season (May – September) from £1,899pp

These prices are based on two people sharing a twin or double room and a sleeper cabin. It is based on Standard Class rail travel (with 
a free First Class upgrade) and includes seat reservations as necessary. It is based on the best fares on the trains. If you travel during a 
peak period, particularly at short notice, then supplements may apply.


