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TAILOR MADE RAIL

Turkey Explorer by Rail

From £1,349 per person // 11 days

See some of the many faces of Turkey on this varied journey east from Istanbul to the fairy chimneys of Cappadocia. Start with a ferry
across the sea of Marmara and a couple of nights in Izmir. Then enjoy a stay in a charming village on the Aegean Coast. Head to the
Capital Ankara then take a sleeper train through central Turkey - ending your journey in Géreme amidst otherworldly scenery.

The Essentials What's included
e Ferry from Istanbul across the Sea of Marmara, then a train o Standard Class rail travel with seat reservations where
to lzmir required (First Class from Ankara to Kayseri)
e Down the coast to the authentic town of Alacati ¢ 10 nights’ hotel accommodation with breakfast
e Across to Turkish capital Ankara for an overnight stop e Private return transfers from Izmir to Alacati with private car
e Sleeper to Géreme and the fairytale chimneys of ¢ Private cabin aboard the overnight sleeper from Izmir to
Cappadocia Ankara
e Cappadocia full day with private driver and guide (entry fees
. . not included)
Tailor make your holid ay ¢ Return transfers Kayseri to Géreme (from station and back
to airport)
e Decide when you would like to travel e Comprehensive directions to your hotels
 Adapt the route to suit your plans ¢ Easy-to-follow travel documentation
e Combine this holiday with our London to Istanbul itinerary e Despatch of tickets by email, post or collection from our
e Upgrade your trains and hotels London office

e Add extra nights, destinations and/or tours



- Suggested ltinerary -

Day 1 - Istanbul To Izmir

Please note: This itinerary starts in Istanbul. You can enjoy this journey as a stand-alone trip with flights to
Istanbul and back from Kayseri or as an extension to our London — Istanbul Epic Journey. Take a fast ferry
across the sea of Marmara from Istanbul Yenikapi Port to Bandirma. A walk across the road takes you to
Bandirma Sehir Station from where there is a direct train to Izmir. Stay 2 nights here in the smart Izmir
Swisshotel Efes (or similar).

Day 2 - Izmir

Izmir is an ancient city, founded by the Greeks, occupied by the Romans and then rebuilt by Alexander the
Great. Enjoy a day on foot here browsing the stalls at the bazaar or visiting the fascinating archaeological site
which now forms the Agora Open Air Museum. For panoramic views, head for the Kadifekale, or Velvet Castle
founded during Alexander’s reign, which overlooks the city. From Izmir, you can also book a full day trip to the
ancient cities of Ephesus or Pergamon.

Days 3,4 & 5 - Ala?ati

Meet your private transfer at your hotel in 1zmir and drive around an hour down the coast to Alagati to begin
your 3-night stay at the Hotel Incierliev (or similar). Alagati was once a sleepy fishing village on the scenic
Cesme Peninsula but has become a well-loved holiday destination for visitors from Izmir and Istanbul. It's still
relatively unknown outside of Turkey. Enjoy relaxing in your hotel and sampling homemade jam and delicious
Turkish breakfasts, wander in the craft shops and markets and sample the many excellent restaurants in the
village. Take a ‘Dolmus’ taxi to the sandy beaches nearby, to Cesme to see the castle or even take a boat to
the island of Chios in Greece for the day. It is also possible to visit Ephesus by private car.

Day 6 - Ala?ati To Izmir And Board Overnight Train

Linger over your last breakfast in Alacati and spend another morning here. Then, in the late afternoon, return
by private car to Izmir station and board a sleeper train for an overnight journey to Ankara. We would
recommend bringing your own supplies of food and drink onboard to enjoy into your private cabin as your train
heads away from the coast towards the Turkish capital.

Day 7 - Arrive Ankara

Arrive into Ankara this morning and head for the Divan Cukurhan (or similar) where you will be spending the
night. You may not be able to check in to your room straight away but you can leave your bags at the hotel and
head out to explore here. Highlights of any visit to Ankara include the historic castle, with foundations dating
back to the 8th century BC and An?tkabir, an imposing mausoleum complex dedicated to Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, founder and first President of the Turkish Republic.

Day 8 - Ankara To GOreme

Today, it's time to continue your journey eastwards as you board the Giiney Express High Speed Train which
will take you from Ankara to Kayseri in Cappadocia. Travel in First Class on this comfortable service arriving in
the early evening into Kayseri. When you arrive, a private car will take you around 75km to Géreme, the main
town of the Cappadocia region, where you have a 3-night stay at the Cappadocia Cave Suites (or similar).



Days 9 & 10 - GOreme

You have two full days to discover this popular region of Turkey with its dramatic landscape consisting of high
plateaus, lunar-like boulders and distinctive rocky pillars known as ‘fairy chimneys’. During your stay, you'll
have a full day with a private driver, guide and vehicle visiting the highlights of the local area and its
spectacular scenery, such as the nearby villages of Urgup and the Castle of Uchisar. Entry fees to sites are
payable locally. On your free day, enjoy gentle walks or more vigorous hikes in nearby villages to get amongst
the fairy chimneys, hire a bike or book a hot air balloon flight for early one morning. Alternatively, you can
simply take in the views with a Turkish coffee.

Day 11 - Goreme To Kayseri

On your final day, a private transfer will take you to Kayseri airport to connect with a Turkish Airlines flight (not
included) via Istanbul to London or Manchester.

Pricing
From £1,349 per person

These prices are based on two people sharing a twin or double room. It is based on Standard Class rail travel (travel in First Class
between Ankara and Kayseri) and includes seat reservations as necessary. It is based on the best fares on the trains. If you travel
during a peak period, particularly at short notice, then supplements may apply.



